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ON THE COVER | 


Our cover illustration is a portion of a full-page newspaper ad for the train 
that has been selected as RTN’s Train of the Year for 1984. The full picture of 


Santa Claus riding atop the train would not fit on our cover. 
train, and the full story, please turn to page 10. 


For the name of the 


May the staff of RTN take this opportunity to wish you a very happy new 
year, and better train riding in the months ahead. This somewhat abbreviated 
issue is our last for the year 1984. Please note that subscription rates have changed 
to $19.50 per year effective Jan. 1, to cover increased Postal rates coming in a few 


weeks, 
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Six Sobbing Sisters 


No money for Amtrak is expected to be in the White House’s proposed federal 
budget when it is published in February. The Wall Street Journal reported (Dec 26) 
that Office of Management and Budget Director David Stockman refers to six groups 
that have come to take Federal assistance for granted as the “six sobbing sisters of 


subsidy.” 


They are Agriculture, local government, big business, transportation, small 


business and users of Federal credit. As to transportation, the OMB wants to cut 
out major programs of public transit support, including operating subsidies. It also 
would cut out Amtrak funding entirely, which the Journal indicates might terminate 


’ service to all of Amtrak’s nearly 500 cities. 


BOOKS 


® Overland to the Rockies’ by Wesley Fox is 
now available from the author (PO Box 26976, 
Lakewood CO 80226; $14.95 postpd, tax in 
Colorado). This is a very nice picture book in 
11x8% format, with 247 b&w photos on its 
104 pages, in high-quality reproduction. The 
volume follows the famous Overland Route and 
its trains, covering the SP in California over 
Donner Pass and the neighboring ex-WP in the 
Feather River Canyon, across the Nevada des- 
ert and mountains via both railroads, turning 
the next lap over to the UP thru Weber and 
Echo Canyons and south over the D&RGW at 
Soldier Summit in Utah. It follows the UP 
across the famous Sherman Hill in Wyoming 
and the D&RGW “over, not around” the 
Rockies in Colorado via the Moffat and Ten- 
nessee Pass lines. From the Rockies, the book 
turns to America’s heartland in lowa and IlIli- 
nois on the CNW and BN. Also included are 
little “side essays’’ like a salute to the RIO 
GRANDE ZEPHYR, UP’s steam specials and a 
“day on Donner Pass” 1981 and 1984. 


@“’| Remember” by Herbert Stitt is a small 
paperback written by a retired CP locomotive 
engineer at the age of 86. In this book, the 
steam era comes alive thru the memories of the 
author, as he traces his life from childhood ex- 
Periences in Ireland and Toronto, thru the an- 
guish of WWI at the front line, to 47 years with 
the CP Railway. It tells of a period in Canadi- 
an history when people struggled to survive. It 
speaks of a culture that is slowly disappearing— 
when social values were high, and life moved at 
a more graceful pace. This is a 47-year rail 
journey from Toronto Union Station—sometimes 
on freight trains, sometimes on the CANADIAN 
—telling us about trains and trainmen in a per- 
sonal and sometimes very humorous way. The 
cost is $5 U.S. postpd from Old Time Trains, 
PO Box 8, Stn D, Toronto, Ont., Canada 

M6P 3J5. 


@ “Tours of Discovery: A San Francisco Muni 
Album” has just been published by Interurban 
Press, PO Box 6444, Glendale CA 91205. The 
Price is $29.95—mail orders ad $1.50; add tax 
in Calif. Anthony Perles is the creator of this 
S.F. Muni Album—a treasury of rare and vintage 
photos celebrating the Muni from 1912 to the 


The paper gave the example of Havre, 
(continued on page 14) 


present. The album is a sequel to the author's 
“The People’s Railway” and ‘Inside Muni,” 

and it does not duplicate the other books. There 
are 233 illustrations on 176 pages. The album is 
in 11x8% format, hardbound. Any San Fran- 
cisco-phile will not be able to resist this book. 


B San Diego & Arizona: The Impossible Rail- 
road” traces the rise and fall of the railroad, 
thru its SP days, up to the present San Diego 
Trolley operation. San Diego wanted a railroad 
to the east, and after years of frustration, sugar 
magnate John D. Spreckels took over and built 
the SD&A from the Imperial Valley across im- 
possible terrain, even crossing into Mexico, to 
reach the Pacific port. Robert Hanft is the 
author of this splendid and profusely-illustrated 
story. Paper and photo reproduction are super- 
high quality. 224 pages, 326 photos, maps. 
8%x11 hardbound, color jacket painting. The 
price is $34.95 (mail order add $1.50; add tax 
in Calif.). Publisher is Trans-Anglo Books, PO 
Box 6444, Glendale CA 91205. This is Trans- 
Anglo Books no. 271. 


®@ “When Eastern Michigan Rode the Rails’, by 
Jack E. Schramm, William H. Henning and 
Richard R. Andrews, has just been published by 
Interurban Press. The book is subtitled “Inter- 
urbans in the Detroit-Pontiac-Flint-Bay City 
Corridor.” The rise of the interurban in East- 
ern Michigan was meteoric—its fall just as fast. 
This book offers the operations of the Detroit 
United Lines and successors in full detail, plus 
coverage of the DUR'’s bus affiliates, Detroit 
River Tunnel railroad operations and a chapter 
on the recently-closed Grand Trunk Western 
commuter line. The hardbound 200-page vol- 
ume has 336 illustrations, maps, rosters, time- 
tables, and a color jacket. A version of this 
book will be distributed to members of the 
Central Electric Railfans’ Association as 
CERA Bulletin 123— ‘Detroit's Street Rail- 
ways Vol. III.’ Price is $29.95 (add $1.50 

if by mail; Calif. residents subject to sales 
tax). 
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EAST COAST REPORT, 


Track and train fires continue to plague the New York City subway system, with 
about 4500 reported this year. While most of them were minor and quickly exting- 
uished, twelve such incidents on Dec 12 turned that day’s rush hours into chaos. 
Federal inspectors’ recent findings show improper placing of trash bags near the third 
rail and electrical boxes, and large accumulations of combustible debris along the 
tracks, especially at stations. Occasionally, the sparks from passing trains ignite the 
refuse. Other fires are caused by electrical shorts in the group switch boxes below 
the subway cars. The full federal report will be out by the middle of 1985. City 
fire department officials have criticized the Transit Authority for lacking adequately 
detailed maps for certain sections of the system, and firemen sometimes get lost 
without these aids, under smoky conditions. 

kak 

The MTA Board on Dec 14 approved the cheapest and fastest option for joining ~~ 
the new 63rd Street line to the rest of the system, subject to adequate funding. The 
line will begin at 6th Avenue or Broadway, stopping at 63rd Street and Lexington 
Avenue, Roosevelt Island and 21st Street in Queens, joining the N and GG Lines 


between Queens Plaza and 36th Street for the run thru to Continental Avenue. The © 


present GG crosstown line from Brooklyn would terminate, during rush hours, at 
Court Street, with passengers transferring to the E and F via a new tunnel connection 
at 23rd Street-Ely Avenue. The TA has the option of continuing GG trains to Con- 
tinental AVenue at non-rush hours. Three stations on the new 63rd Street line will 
open in mid-1985, but the connection to the rest of the system will not come before 
1993, with the necessary $222 million in funding. Thanks to the TA for responding 
to my plea for help! 

The Albany legislature on Dec 6 approved a two-year extension to the 12-county 
corporate surcharge, thus probably holding the subway, bus and commuter fares to 
their present levels thru 1985. 

Engineering studies have determined that much of the Park Avenue railroad tunnel 
from Grand Central to 96th Street, used by about 500 Metro-North and 18 Amtrak 
trains daily, will have to be rebuilt. The work is not of an emergency nature, and 
the train and street traffic disruption is not scheduled to begin until 1986, when the 
study is complete. 


kek 

The Long Island Rail Road operated three bargain-fare Santa Specials, one from 
Greenport and two from Montauk to Jamaica, with connections to Penn Station, on 
Dec 15. While the two Montauk Line trains duplicated the regular Saturday sched- 
ules, the roundtrip fare was reduced to $9 from $15 (zone 13) and $17.60 (zone 14). 
The Greenport train was an extra, as there is no Saturday morning inbound train. 
The return Montauk train was a regularly-scheduled move, while the Greenport one 
was an extra. 

The LIRR on Jan 1 will close its littlé-used Elmhurst, Queens station on the Port 
Washington Branch. The cost of rehabilitating the station could not be justified for 
the approximately 50 daily riders. 
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REAR COVER ILLUSTRATION is an artist's rendition of the completed, re- 
stored Canadian Pacific Railway roundhouse, which will be a major theme pavilion 
for Vancouver's Expo 86. 

TRANSPORT MINISTER MAZANKOWSKI has asked the CTC to conduct a 
six-month inquiry into alternative uses for branch lines threatened with abandonment. 
Jim McDonough of the CTC Western Division will head the inquiry, holding hearings 
across Canada. Tne inquiry will consider short-line status for such lines as the Stet- 
tler subdivision in Alberta and the CP Rail line from Hull to Maniwaki, Quebec, 
which has a steam passenger service in season. The hearings will cover how to inte- 
grate short lines into existing legislation and whether they can be operated economic- 
ally. 

THE WHITE PASS & Yukon Railway is in for a possibly fatal blow, when a gov- 
ernment report on the Cyprus Anvil mine that provides the railway its livelihood is 
expected to recommend in late January that the mine use trucks instead of the rail- 
way. for economy reasons. The railway shut down in summer of 1982 when the 
mine closed during the recession. The government is attempting to reopen the mine 
and to permit it to operate economically. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA RAILWAY is considering building a 150-km electrified 
line from Anzac to Prince George, spurred by the success of its 132-km Tumbler 
Ridge-Anzac line that opened in Dec 1983. 

VIA RAIL HAS received permission to increase train speeds to 150 km/hour 
on the Ottawa-Brockville line, and it is now installing double locks on switches there. 
Last June, a switch on the line at Nepean was vandalized, sending an LRC train into 
a siding and a collision with three flatcars. In that wreck, 28 people were injured. 

FEDERAL ACTION GROUP studying VIA Rail (reported on last issue) is to 
have its final report out in May. However, it is believed that an interim report is 
to be published very soon, with the announcement of it coming, perhaps in early 
January, from Transport Minister Mazankowski. Speculation is that the result may 
be federal support for turning passenger train operation over to CN. 

VIA RAIL’S WINTER has been reportedly better than last year’s, helped to 
some extent by fairly favorable weather. 

TEST TRAIN OPERATION over the Vancouver-Seattle route in mid-November 
was followed the next day by a high-level meeting of officials in Vancouver, It is 
believed that one of the matters discussed was the possibility of Canadian sources 
assisting in financing of the proposed train, which would start up for the Vancouver 
Expo 86. 

VANCOUVER-ALASKA ROUTE this year will see the M/S “Scandinavia” in 
operation. The Danish ship has been purchased by Sundance Cruises. It has been 
running between Copenhagen and Oslo. 

TRANSPORT 2000 CANADA has appointed Mr. Greg Gormick of Toronto as 
Executive Director, after his predecessor, Mr. Nick Vincent, was named to the three- 
man “fix VIA Rail” Federal action group by Transport Minister Mazankowski. Mr. 
Gormick is a free-lance writer and broadcaster. Mr. Pierre LaChapelle, a Montreal 
researcher, has been appointed to the post of Executive Secretary. 

GATINEAN VALLEY RAILWAY Committee has collected over $1000 in small 
donations to help start rehabilitation of the Ottawa-Maniwaki line, over which run 
the CP 1201 excursions. To help, contact the GRVC at 20 Front St, Hull, Quebec, 
J8Y 3M3. 

CANADIAN TRANSPORT COMMISSION in a Dec 14 announcement said it did 
not prohibit an agreement between Conrail and a CN/CP partnership that would see 
the Canadian railroads purchase the Canada Southern Railway Co., the Detroit River 
Tunnel Co., and the Niagara River Bridge Co. for about $25 million U.S. _ page 5 
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URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


THE SUBWAY VIGILANTE: A shooting on a New York subway on Dec 22 
made nationwide front-page news. A neatly-dressed, youngish white man fired a 
yistol at four black youths who had reportedly attempted to obtain money from him 
1s they rode a subway train on the IRT line on Manhattan’s Lower West Side. The 
four youths were badly injured, one paralyzed below the waist. The gunman escaped. 
Police set up a hotline in hopes of obtaining information, but instead received hun- 
dreds of calls in sympathy with the “vigilante.” Mayor Koch said that “Vigilantism 
will not be tolerated in this city.” Observers drew parallels between the incident 
and a 10-year old movie, “Death Wish”. The intense interest in the case by the 
public seemed to be a signal that authorities have not done enough to curb muggings 
nd harassment in subways and other public places. On Dec 31 Bernhard Goetz, 38, 
of New York City turned himself in to police in Concord NH, saying he was the 
vigilante. The case undoubtedly will continue to command headline news as Goetz 
is brought to trial. 

SAN FRANCISCO PENINSULA commute line’s new double-decker cars, six of 
them in the form of body shells, arrived at Pier SO in San Franciscolate on Dec 29. 

THE BART SYSTEM goofed on New Year’s Eve and reduced service by 30%, 
apparently without consulting other transit systems, who ran regular service, or the 
public to determine how many businesses would be open. Commuters were stranded 
for as long as an hour. The incident strengthened the conclusion that BART’s weak- 
est point is its communication with the public and its needs. In other BART news, 
the transit system blamed a contractor for its failure to complete fireproofing of its 
cars on schedule. 

THE BRITISH RAILBUS service between New Orleans and Kenner LA finally 
{Ot underway, and reports were that the little commuter train had standing room 
only on weekends, while on weekdays it was only one-fourth full. The poor weekday 
patronage was blamed on bad scheduling, because Amtrak ace a half-hour gap 
between bus and train times at the New Orleans terminal. Some merchants were 
offering a one-dollar fare rebate to promote the service. 

DETROIT’S PEOPLE MOVER suffered a construction accident Dec 9 when a 
105-ton beam being moved into place fell to the ground. No one.was injured. In 
other Detroit news, the city has agreed to pay some of the cost overruns on the 
people mover, which are expected to amount to $53 million. UMTA told people 
mover officials that it would not pay any of the projected overrun until local 
sources agreed to chip in also. 

SAN FRANCISCO CHAMBER of Commerce opposes removal of the Embarca- 
dero Freeway and instead supports a $175 million plan for the waterfront that 
would include extension of the Muni Metro streetcars from Market Street to the 
Caltrain station at Fourth and Townsend, and construction of a new streetcar line 
from Fort Mason to the Caltrain station. 

A GASOLINE TAX of $1.00 a gallon to pay for half of the national budget 
deficit was proposed by former Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall in a New 
York Times op-ed page article on Dec 27. 

LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD offered free rides for holiday celebrants starting 
8pm on New Year’s Eve, thru 8am the next morning. LIRR said it was the first 
time in memory that such a move was made. 

A LOS ANGELES bus filled with commuters skidded in the rain on the San 
ries Freeway on Dec 27 and overturned, injuring 42 passengers and the bus 

river. 
THREE TRANSIT EXTENSIONS that opened in December—the Washington 
Red Line into Maryland, Atlanta’s north-south line extension of five stations, and 
Miami’s addition of five stations into the northern suburbs—all had encouraging first- 
day ridership, reported USA Today. First-day riders numbered 26,500, 180,000 and 
10,000 respectively. page 6 
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A LOOK AT COSTS 
BY BYRON A. NORDBERG 


With the end of American High 
Speed Rail Corporation’s efforts to start 
a “Bullet Train” between Los Angeles 
and San Diego, renewed and focused in- 
terest in establishing a functional, Amtrak 
-served, intercity rail Southwest Coast 
Corridor between San Diego and Santa 
Barbara has emerged. 

This renewed interest has taken sev- 
eral very positive forms. First, the local 
cities and related transportation and plan- 
ning agencies have begun establishing an 
effective and cohesive local government- 
based working group. This group is foc- 
using on the corridor in its entirety. To 
provide stimulus for formal establishment 
of the Southwest Coast Corridor, a strong 
pro-Amtrak, pro-San Diego to Santa Bar- 
bara Amtrak intercity rail service resolu- 
tion has been introduced to all corridor 
cities by the City of Oceanside. This 
document has been forwarded to the 
cities, urging them to pass similar resolu- 
tions, and also to the California Legisla- 
ture, to appropriate members of the Cali- 
fornia Congressional delegation, and to 
others. 

Second, Caltrans has begun to estab- 
lish an ad hoc task force to solicit public 
input before taking joint action with local 
governments in undertaking both short- 
term and long-range improvements. 

Finally, the Railroad Passenger Assoc- 
jiation of California has continued working 
closely with local government agencies in 
formulating an overall strategy for immed- 
iate implementation of do-able projects. 
In a major conference sponsored in con- 
junction with the RailPAC Annual Meet- 
ing, RailPAC has gained executive partici- 
pation by the FRA, Amtrak and other 
agencies to focus for one day on Califor- 
nia and the Western rail network, includ- 
ing the Southwest Coast Corridor. 


What then is it that so many are ready 
to support, and what are the costs? 

First, there needs to be a clarity of 
issue focus. Then, some lessons learned 
can be applied and the job accomplished. 

A major lesson learned from the 
Bullet Train debate is that there are two 
parallel and equally important develop- 
mental issues to be addressed. One issue 
can be called the issue of human consider- 
ations. It focuses on the quality of life 
in and around the railroad physical plant. 
This issue concerns such matters as sound 
attenuation, beautification, pedestrian ac- 
cess across the rails to coastal and other 
facilities, and related environmental im- 
pact. In short, the quality of life in the 
community cannot be downgraded in the 
interest of cheap and quick fixes for pas- 
senger trains. 

The other issue is one more familiar 
to readers of RTN and other passenger 
rail journals and informational publica- 
tions. This is the matter of technical 
considerations, ranging from grade separ- 
ations to added track capacity, as well 
as increased operational density, schedules 
and route definitions. Thus, a dual focus 
on what is required emerges and clear 
thinking about intercity rail in Southern 
California can be directed toward prob- 
lem solving and product delivery. 

While it is possible to describe a 
series of minor improvements that may 
or may not improve overall operating 
conditions (with little or no density im- 
pacts), it is far more important to come 
to terms with larger-scale public capital 
investments that must be made if inter- 
city rail is to become a more acceptable 
and viable feature of the California Am- 
trak network and its related links thru- 
out the West. 

In terms of grade separations, pedes- 
trian accesses, and other safety improve- 
ments, for instance, we come squarely to 
the greatest costs to be addressed. They 
are also the costs that are likely to be 
well-received by the communities thru 
which the railroad runs. What can we 
expect? 

In broad terms, pedestrian accesses 
over the railroad cost upwards of $500,- 
000 each. In the beach areas of San 
Clemente alone, some 12 to 14 such 
crossings plus associated fencing are re- 
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quired if about five miles of 40mph 
maximum authorized speed is to be re- 
placed with 70-90mph speeds. There are 
locations in the coastal communities of 
San Diego County requiring similar acces- 
ses. These can add as many as 10 to 12 
more crossings. Other pedestrian over- 
crossings can also be anticipated under a 
variety of circumstances. 

Grade separations are much more 
costly, but necessary if safe, fast and ef- 
ficient operations are to be undertaken. 
Such crossings will cost from $2.5 to $3 
million for complicated underpasses. In 
poth San Diego and Orange Counties, 
there are several such costly separations 
required before speed and density in- 
creases of any magnitude can be consider- 
ed. Up to 30 more such separations are 
needed between San Diego and Santa Bar- 
bara. These will cost as much as $10 mil- 
lion apiece. . 

The communities along the Corridor 
are rightly concerned that such invest- 
ments be made and projects be completed 
as frequency improves to 12 or 14 round- 
trips daily south of Los Angeles and six 
or so north of Los Angeles. Improved 
speeds can be justified to the communities 
and achieved operationally only when such 
critical improvements are addressed. Ex- 
tended grade crossing warning device activ- 
ation modifications are also required in 
several locations, thus permitting faster 
speeds and acceptable safety where traf- 
fic densities do not justify grade separa- 
tions. 

Sound attenuation, including walls, 
berms with landscaping, and welded rail 
installation, is required in those areas 
where housing is close by the railroad. 
Residents will not generally be favorable 
to significant density increases unless 
(and until) such considerations are ad- 
dressed. Even then, only gradual service 
additions should be expected as time and 
space must pass by to permit human ad- 
justments to occur. : : 

Operationally, costs can be ascribed 
to three specific Southwest Coast Corri- 
dor route segments. These are. roughly 
described as a line segment radiating east 
and south to San Diego from the Santa 
Fe Railway Hobart Yard tower; a line seg- 
ment radiating north from Burbank Air- 
port to Santa Barbara; and the terminal 
area located between Hobart Tower, Un- 


page 8 


ion Station in L.A., Burbank Junction and 
Burbank Airport. 

What can be done today? First, south 
and east to San Diego, eight roundtrips at 
a 2-hr, 30-min schedule can be achieved 
at minimal cost and little delay in imple- 
mentation time. The accelerated schedule 
is as close as a joint Santa Fe-Amtrak pol- 
icy decision with small speed and large 
management improvements included. Be- 
yond that level, and for many reasons, 
capital is required. It can amount to 
$105 million in San Diego County alone. 

North from L.A., there is little ques- 
tion that three SAN DIEGANS (morning, 
midday and evening) can be successfully 
operated with as little capital as $1-1.5 
million for a wye track at Santa Barbara. 
Beyond that point—and for reduced run- 
ning times—the costs escalate sharply. 
Here, costs can include the need for im- 
proved passing tracks and new signalling, 
incorporating centralized train control 
(CTC). Signal costs along can run to 
$500,000 per mile. Power switches for 
40-50mph turnouts can cost as much as 
$260,000 per installation. New bridges 
constructed of pre-stressed concrete and 
set on 28-foot center piers cost about 
$1700-2000 per lineal/track foot. Earth- 
work, where required, adds yet more cost. 


New track structures, usually the least cost- 


ly of all the improvements, still will cost 
about $100-120 per track foot or $550- 
650,000 per track mile. 

The L.A. terminal area is a unique and 
critical train control and management 
problem. The traditional structures remain 
in place. What is needed is a thoro review 
of both the structure and the procedures 
involved. In short, a systems approach 
must be undertaken to bring that segment 
of railroad into the modern world. To ac- 
complish the necessary improvements, thus 
permitting time-sensitive and efficient 
train management, a thoro rebuilding is 
required from Hobart Tower to Burbank 
Airport. Specific work is required at 
L.A. Union Station too. 

At a minimum, the five separate con- 
trol systems now employed across that 
relatively short segment of track need to 
be integrated into one system. Main 
tracks north from Mission Tower to Bur- 
bank Airport need upgrading and some 
double track construction. The track 
structure near Taylor Yard and Glendale 
need renewal now. Mission Tower to Re- 


dondo Junction and Amtrak’s 8th-Street 
Yard approaches or leads need re-engin- 
eering and rebuilding. A second main 
track is urgently needed for terminal area 
management improvements. A third yard 
lead between L.A. Union Station and the 
8th Street Yard is required, as is a second 
lead from the south into Union Station. 
A conservative estimate of cost for the 
minimum work required is at or near 
$20 million. 

When taken in the aggregate, it is 
possible to forecast a requirement of 
from $500-700 million for various South- 
west Coast Corridor capital improvements 
needed for relatively modest amounts of 
passenger train activity. That amount of 
funding would not permit the construction 
of a needed tunnel near San Diego, a high 
-ly desirable run-thru track for L.A. Union 
Station, or a “‘full‘‘ double-tracking of the 
Corridor. The investment described would, 
however, permit safe and efficient opera- 


A Tioga Central Trip 


tion of around 14-16 passenger train 
movements between San Diego and L.A. 
as well as 3-4 extended SAN DIEGANS 
running north to Santa Barbara. The 
present long-haul trains would be more 
easily accommodated as well. Perhaps 
the most important consideration in the 
L.A. Terminal area is the sharp improve- 
ment of yard activity and reduction in 
freight train conflicts now experienced. 
The minimum work suggested would also 
accommodate added long-haul services 
such as the badly-needed L.A. to Reno 
overnight train. 

The capital investment required is 
really very small as transportation pro- 
jects go. In some ways, it is as useful to 
improved automobile use and safety as it 
is to the railroad operation. Thus, some 
costs could be fairly ascribed to road 
building budgets. In other matters, there 
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BY TOM HIGGINS 


On Saturday, Dec 1 a special train ran the former Lehigh Valley’s Auburn NY 
branch from Owego to North Harford. The Tioga Central Rail Excursion has per- 
mission from the Delaware & Hudson, who now operates this line under contract to 
the local county, to run the entire 26 miles for a Santa Claus Special. Normally, this 
Flemingville-based group runs from their station/museum at Flemingville to Newark 


Valley and return—a distance of 4.5 miles. 


The train ticket was a unique collection of shopping discount coupons placed 
inside the ticket itself. The ticket/booklet also had a map of this line and a short 
history of the branch. According to the booklet, the last passenger train was run in 
1948 by the Lehigh Valley. The line still has stations standing at Owego, Fleming- 
ville, Newark Valley and Berkshire. The Berkshire station is now an Agway Store, 
and the Newark Valley station is the headquarters of a local historical group. 

The consist of the train was unusual, even for a tourist short line. There was an 
S-2 Alco switcher (ex-Conrail and Buffalo Creek, built in 1947); VIA/CN diner 1372 
(CCF 1947), two CN/VIA coaches, 5285 and 5212 (CCF 1942 & 1937), an ex-D&H 
coach, 233, and a Pennsy P-70 coach modified to an open-air observation car (ex- 
Adirondack Railroad). The locomotive had been a Bicentennial unit, and is now 
painted in the TC colors of dark green and gold. All the windows had been washed 
by the group running the trip, and former VIA diner served good chili, snacks, sand- 
wiches and soft drinks. The diner retained all the original furnishings, except for the 
chairs and one mural. The group offered seat service, placed a fresh flower on each 
table, and used linen tablecloths. Needless to say, the diner was well-patronized, as 
was the trip itself—-which was sold out. During the two-hour layover in Owego, a 
group was given a short trip from that town back to Flemingville and return, and 


even that short run was nearly sold out. 


This group would like to run more trips on the entire branch, and can be con- 
tacted at (607) 687-1930. For quaint towns, vintage rail equipment, rare mileage 
and beautiful scenery, this line can’t be excelled. Add to all of that a very coopera- 
tive group running the trip, and you have a very pleasant way to spend a day. 
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RTN’s annual Train of the Year award for 1984 goes to the GULF COAST 
LIMITED. 

Each year RTN selects the most outstanding train that has contributed highly 
to American rail travel, whether thru such means as patron interest, increased rider- 
ship, or some innovation that promotes better rail travel. Our 1984 choice, the 
GULF COAST LIMITED, was one of the most talked-about and worked-for trains 
of the year, and one that succeeded immensely in spite of Amtrak opposition and 
inaccurate predictions of insufficient ridership. (Once the train siiowed its colors, 
however, Amtrak responded by adding cars and moral support.) 

(This is RTN’s ninth annual award. Previous awards were: 1976—-LAKE SHORE 
LIMITED; 1977—PIONEER; 1978—SOUTHERN CRESCENT; 1979—Five Hit-List 
trains [FLORIDIAN, HILLTOPPER, LONE STAR, NATIONAL LIMITED, and 
NORTH COAST HIAWATHA]; 1980—Heritage Fleet trains [LAKE SHORE LIMITED, 
BROADWAY LIMITED, and CRESCENT]; 1981—CARDINAL; 1982—RIO GRANDE 


ZEPHYR; and 1983—SPIRIT OF CALIFORNIA.) ; ( 
As we go to press, Dec 31, the fate of this train is still up in the air. It is 
scheduled to have its last runs on Jan 6. Officials and rail supporters were working ( 


feverishly up to the last minute to save it, but no word on possible last-minute 
arrangements was expected until late in the first week of January. 

The problem was that state funding for the train had run out, and of the three 
states jointly funding it—Louisiana, Alabama and Mississippi—only Mississippi had 
not come up with continuing funding. Being discussed at year-end were the possi- 
bilities of Louisiana and Alabama funding it alone, of the cities of Gulfport and 
Pascagoula MS funding it on their own, or of dropping the train for the winter 
season and re-starting it at the April timetable change. (Amtrak was reportedly 
amenable to the latter arrangement.) 2 

(In the photo above, taken by Jack Ferry, the eastbound train waits in the New 
Orleans station for departure on Oct 29, just after the most recent timetable change. 
In the background of the photo is the Kenner Railbus, not yet in operation at that 
time.) 
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The GULF COAST had its first run on Saturday, Apr 28, 1984, with regular 
service beginning the following day, at the spring timetable changeover. The train, 
wilich runs between New Orleans and Mobile AL, with stops at East New Orleans, 
Waveland-Bay St. Louis MS, Gulfport MS, Biloxi MS and Pascagoula MS, was inaug- 
urated specifically to serve the World’s Fair at New Orleans, which opened the 
weekend of May 12 and closed Nov 11. Even before the Fair opened, train support- 
ers were planning to keep it running beyond its original Sep 30 cutoff date as an 
experimental run. Funding was eventually arranged to allow the train to continue 
operation thru Jan 6, 1985. But Mississippi balked on further financing of the 
403(b) operation. 

Our cover illustration is from a large newspaper ad placed by the Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama Rapid-Rail Commission, the tri-state agency that funded the 
train. The logo at the top of this page is also from that source. The ad, which 
appeared recently along the route of the train, was headlined “Shop New Orleans 
by Train. Help Yourself to Santa’s Sack.” The ad listed several discount rates at 
establishments such as Ramada Inn in New Orleans, which could be obtained by 
presenting one’s Amtrak ticket. The rates were effective thru Dec 28. 

See RTN 291 for an account of the train’s inaugural run. 

The GULF COAST LIMITED was a happy success story—in spite of Amtrak’s 
dire predictions—and RTN hopes that the train can be continued and can be ex- 
tended to Florida to fill in a gap in rail travel that has long existed. 


PSYCHIC PREDICTIONS FOR 1985 


This is the time of year when various publications consult psychics and seers 
to learn what may be in store for humanity in the coming twelve months. 

RTN asked a psychic what predictions could be made about Amtrak for 1985, 
and the answers were as follows: 


= The Federal Government will try hard to cut Amtrak’s budget severely, 
requiring that rail passenger supporters exert extreme pressure on politicians to 
preserve rail service. 

= Amtrak’s Marketing Department will make a negative prediction about the 
ridership of an Amtrak train that will later be proven wrong. 

@ State budget cutters in two states will attempt to cut out funds for Amtrak 
403(b) services in their areas, necessitating rail supporters there to go strongly to 
bat to save the trains. 

# At least one Amtrak train will suffer a derailment this summer. Altho no 
one will die in the accident, the resulting bad publicity in the press will result in 
a temporary dip in Amtrak patronage. 

@ In late spring, many citizens attempting to make summer train reservations 
will find the trains they want completely sold out. Amtrak will not be able to add 
cars to these trains because of an equipment shortage. 

= Two major Amtrak advertising campaigns this year will go awry because the 
ads appear at the wrong time to reach their intended audiences, and a large sum of 


advertising money will have been wasted. 
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= Three planned 403(b) services will not be able to start up because of an 
equipment shortage at Amtrak. 

= A respected figure in the Federal Government will make the widely-quoted 
statement that people do not want to ride trains, that they prefer highway travel. 
This will be used as evidence against funding for Amtrak. 

= Amtrak’s Marketing Department will plan a major service enhancement on 
one route, and promote it heavily, but it will fail within three months. 

= Amtrak President Graham Claytor will be tempted to make some major 
management changes, but his hands will be tied by circumstances. 

= A severe and unexpected wave of bad weather in an Eastern area of the nation 
will shut down all transportation except for Amtrak and certain commuter trains. 
The continuation of rail service will go unnoted on TV and in newspapers, however. 


2S >, oo j dae 
ee ge ee Ea 


THE NORTH STAR, one of the most frequently threatened trains in the Amtrak 
system, has again been temporarily saved, with enough state funds to operate it thru 
the month of March. On Dec 20 the Minnesota Legislative Advisory Committee 
came up with $150,000 for the operation. The Legislature itself will have time to 
work on further funding before that money runs out...... 

AMTRAK’S MARKETING DEPARTMENT has been shaken up. Resigning as 
of Jan 1 is James Callery, VP-Sales. Replacing him is the present VP-Transportation 
Marketing man Robert Gall. In his present position, Gall has been in charge of set- 
ting fares and selecting schedule patterns. Moving to VP-Market Planning and Devel- 
opment is Timothy Gardner, now VP-Corporate Planning and Development. That 
job will be taken over by Elise Wander, who is now Assistant VP-Corporate Plan- 


kkr 

FLORIDA BULLET TRAIN moved a step closer to reality on Dec 27 when 
Gov. Bob Graham appointed the seven members of a commission, the High Speed 
Rail Transportation Commission. The Commission has the power to set routes for 
the proposed high-speed line, which is to connect Miami, Orlando and Tampa. It 
can also acquire land for the train system, issue bonds and perform ’other tasks in 
preparation for the building of the high-speed line. Chairman of the Commission 
is David Blumberg, 59, a Miami developer. The other members are James H. Win- 


ston, Malcolm Kirshchenbaum, George E. Barbar, Richard Swann, and David H. Rush. 


Most of these members are developers and businessmen. The chairman is a board 
member of a Florida utilities company and chairman and president of Planned Dev- 
elopment Corp. The group plans an organizational meeting after mid-January, and 
will spend a year issuing a request for proposals to build the line. Reportedly, seven 
companies have expressed interest in building the system. One of them was Ameri- 
can High Speed Rail Corp., which on Nov 13 closed down and abandoned its plan 
to build a Bullet Train in Southern California... 


THE EAGLE’S DAILY operation will end after the Jan 5 departure southbound 
and the Jan 7 northbound departure. NARP reported that patronage of the added 
daily trips has been much heavier than it was last year, when there was very little 
publicity about the augmented schedule..... . 
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BULLET TRAIN’S DEMISE in California won’t have that much effect on other 
planned high-speed projects, said officials of the High Speed Rail Association, a Mid- 
western organization. HSRA Treasurer and former Amtrak President Paul Reistrup 
said “Because of the special circumstances underlying AHSRC, its particular treat- 
ment of the corridor resulted in a setback. Conclusions drawn as a result are not 
generally applicable to other proposed projects.” HSRA President Donald Deer 
agreed : “The California project was unique, and altho lessons can be learned from 
the case, it cannot be used to draw general rules. Each project must be based on 
its own merits,” This was reported in the January issue of Speedlines, newsletter 
of the HSRA. The newsletter also noted that a Caltrans consultant believes that 
another organization might step in to build a California Bullet Train, especially since 
the mechanisms are in place to provide state revenue bond money. (The HSRA 
will hold its Second International Convention on High Speed Rail at Chicago’s 
Knickerbocker Hotel May 29-31; more info should be available soon.) 

kk 

DAILY AUTO TRAIN had its biggest train yet into Sanford on Dec 29, with 
17 passenger cars and 20 auto carriers, reports Robert Clark. The train reached 
Sanford 3% hours late. In the consist were two P30 locomotives and one dome 


PLAYING BINGO ON the SOUTHWEST CHIEF added a pleasant touch to a 
late-November trip, reports reader Jim Geier. “The added Bingo playing on train 4 
from 3-4pm in the diner sounds corny, but was fun! Such a simple thing—why 
can’t it be done on all long-distance trains?”..... 

THE SIERRA RAILROAD would operate restored railbuses under a plan pro- 
posed by Bruce Cassasa. He said the cars could be in operation as early as 1987 if 
support is obtained from the state and county. He would like to extend the opera- 
tion eventually to Stockton, provided that unused SP track between Oakdale and 
Stockton could be taken over by Friends of the Sierra Railroad..... 

THREE DOME LOUNGES, ex-GN cars, will be assigned to the AUTO TRAIN. 
The first of these, was expected to emerge from Beech Grove Dec 22 and be 
brought to Lorton VA in the CARDINAL..... 

SALT LAKE CITY, Amtrak and UP representatives met early in December to 
discuss how Amtrak could remain in the UP station in that city, and were to meet 
in Washington in early January to continue discussions... 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS has arranged with Amtrak to carry about 30 new 


members of Congress and their families to and from a seminar for new Congressmen 
in Williamsburg VA..... 
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THE COAST STARLIGHT on Dec 27 carried 1689 passengers northbound and 
1469 southbound. At that rate, monthly ridership would be 95,000—about double 
an average month..... 

AMTRAK FARES ROSE an average of 2% on Dec 1. All Aboard America fares 
did not rise, however..... 

THE FLORIDA TRAINS serve free meals to sleeper passengers, altho this feature 
is omitted from the current Amtrak timetable..... 

News in this issue is updated thru Dec 31, 1984. 


SIX SOBBING SISTERS (continued from page 3) 


Montana, which depends on Amtrak, since it lacks bus and air service. The Mayor 
of Havre, Raymond Watson, is quoted as saying “Amtrak is a lifeline to us.” 
Congress reconvenes the first week in January, and pressure must be put on all 
possible fronts, including Congressmen and Senators, to retain Amtrak funding in 
the new budget. 
In our last issue, on page 3, we gave more detailed information on expressing 
support for rail passenger service. 


West Coast Report 
se aa pe 


AMTRAK PRESIDENT CLAYTOR was quite cold on the subject of the proposed 
Oakland-Reno train. Writing to the Nevada DOT Director on Dec 7, Claytor listed 
only a number of objections to the proposed train and schedule. They were that: 
“The schedule only provides weekend skiers with one full day of skiing. The schedule 
only allows one and a half days in the Bay area for the Reno—Oakland weekenders 
who would be traveling 14 hours round trip and would have to take most of Friday 
off work. On Fridays, the late departure out of Oakland eliminates the Oakland-Sac- 
ramento business/day trips. A split schedule has been known to cause passenger and 
reservation agent misunderstandings and confusion. Although there is no present way 
to measure the revenue effect of this, it is bound to cause some service problems 
and have some adverse effects. This revised schedule does accommodate the weekend 
Oakland-Reno gambling market. However, since the Reno Fun Train already provides 
weekend service for chartered groups between January and May, the effect of additi- 
onal service is undertain. ... Also, I cannot confirm that equipment can be made 
available for this proposed service.” Claytor said that Amtrak's projections of fin- 
ances wouldn’t be much different from those made in Sep 1983. Amtrak estimated 
that the train would collect $2,376,000 in revenue (in FY86 dollars) and have a 
short-term avoidable cost of $4,243,000. The total state’s share for the first year 
would then be $1,249,000, including capital for track and facility. The train would 
obtain 88.3 passenger miles per train mile, with total passenger miles of 15,665. 

For second and later years, the state’s share would rise to $1,623,000. 
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TRAIN RIDERS’ ASSOCIATION of California reported in a Dec 8 communique 
that there is a good chance for a new source of California train funding, as the Cali- 
fornia Energy Commission has been holding hearings on distribution of $170 million 
from oil-company price-fixing lawsuits for energy-saving projects. The Planning and 
Conservation League has submitted an application for $5.7 million of these Petroleum 
Violation Escrow Account (PVEA) funds to pay for a third SAN JOAQUIN, three 
connecting trains to Sacramento, and three Sacramento-Bay Area corridor trains. 
These trains would all use diesel railcars. TRAC has urgently asked all rail supporters 
to write Energy Commission Chairman Charles Imbrecht (at California Energy Com- 
mission, 1516 Ninth St., Sacramento CA 95814) in support of the PCL proposal for 
additional SAN JOAQUIN service. Even more important, said TRAC, is to persuade 


your mayor, councilmember, or county supervisor to write. Other ways of helping 
would be letters to editors, calls to radio talk shows, or getting newspapers to edit- 
orialize in favor of the proposal. More info can be obtained from TRAC at (916) 
442-5082. TRAC’s address is 1730 13th Street, Sacramento CA 95814. 


WESTBOUND EMPIRE BUILDER on Dec 26 struck a semi-truck carrying pro- 
pane in Culbertson MT, not far from the spot at which the train and a gravel 
truck collided, resulting in the death of the truck driver and injuring 43 people, 
on Mar 15, 1984. In the Dec 26 collision, the truck was nearly empty and there 
was no explosion and no reported injuries. The train did not derail. Six nearby 
homes were evacuated as a precautionary measure. The train was delayed 70 min- 


utes before continuing its journey. 


THE COAST STARLIGHTS were blocked by an SP freight derailment north 
of Klamath Falls on Dec 23. Passengers were bused between Oakland and Eugene. 

THE MT. RAINIER on Dec 15 carried a football crowd. Amtrak said there 
was not enough equipment available for a second section. The Seattle-bound train 
796 had this consist: engines 303 & 245; cars 34001, 35005, 34051, 34092, _ 
35008, 39956, 34065, 31002, 39949, 34053, 31001, 39964, 34094, 35004, 
39940, 39960, 35001, 34046. It was reportedly the first such train in 1984 with 
standees. It was said that a near-riot occurred in the Seattle station as the crowd 
waited for the return train and BN neglected to bring engines from the yard 
until 40 minutes after train time. Tacoma and Olympia passengers were bused to 


their destinations after the game. 


SOUTHWEST COAST CORRIDOR 


is a major community benefit to be found 
in sound-attenuation projects, pedestrian 
accesses and the reduction of other rail- 
road-caused disruptions to the communi- 
ty. What we can be increasingly certain 
of is that there will be little or no pro- 
gress in passenger train development if 
those kinds of community concern are 
not addressed ‘“‘up front.” 

On the positive side of train improvements, 
the investment described provides a very real 
transportation system improvement reflected in 
travel opportunity, market penetration and 
revenue generation, cost reduction and control, 
timeliness and other good benefits. The favor- 
able impact of the Southwest Coast Corridor 
improvements would even extend to other 
Southern California railroad centers, such as 
San Bernardino. With the addition of as little 
as $50 million, the San Bernardino complex 
could be sharply upgraded, the SUNSET effic- 
iently re-routed thru Pasadena, Pomona and 
San Bernardino, and other changes considered. 


(continued from page 9) 


Intercity rail improvements cannot be ach- 
ieved cheaply. The issues are far too complex 
and the requirements demanding of perception 
and thought far beyond the simple niceness of 
trains. There are two major elements—the hu- 
man considerations and the transportation con- 
siderations. By careful investment of capital 
resources and subsequent maintenance of facil- 
ities gained, intercity rail passenger services can 
be extended to more communities, expanded in 
scope of offerings, and made vastly more produc- 
tive than they are today. This can be achieved 
using the largely single-track-based Southwest 
Coast Corridor infrastructure. To do this, some- 
where between $500 and $700 million will be 
required to be invested over the next decade or 
so. To attempt to do it for less would result 
in less transportation than could otherwise be 
expected and with more community opposition 
than otherwise necessary. 

Southwest Coast Corridor improvements for 
intercity passenger trains are do-able and sustain- 
able. Illegitime non carborundum sunt. 
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QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


“Not Everyone Was Meant To Fly. 

“Although flying on a commercial airliner is one of the most widely accepted 
ways to travel, a lot of people still don’t like to tly. ; Wiaaan 

“It makes them feel uncomfortable to be strapped into a seat. To have to wait 
to be served a meal. Or a drink. Fortunately, there is an alternative to flying— 
training. 4 
“On a train, you have infinitely more freedom. You can get up and stretch 
your legs whenever you like. And when you're hungry, you can order anything 
from a snack to a full meal on most trains. ; 1 . 

“Of course, creature comforts aren't the only reasons for taking the train. Did 
you know that Amtrak goes to over 475 different places? That we ve rebuilt our 
entire fleet in the last 7% years? And that we've improved our on-time performance 
over 40%? ; 

“Next time you're traveling somewhere, take the train. See how good it feels to 
fly without leaving the ground. For information and reservations, call your travel 
agent or Amtrak at 800-USA-RAIL.”’ 

—Text of full-page Amtrak ad in USA Today, Dec 10. 


SLIP OF THE MONTH CLUB*** 


“At least 115,000 passengers were expected by officials to take Amtrak trains 
during the weekend. Amtrak has added 34 Metroliner trains on its New York- 
Washington route and 680 passenger cars nationwide to handle extra traffic. 

—Elaine Sciolino in New York Times, Nov 22. 
(Whatever happened to the equipment shortage?) 


CARS & CONSISTS 


* NIA ZEPHYR, train 6, Oakland Dec 24: engines 282, 287; cars 
1266 eErrR iT 31044, 34040, 34027, 32014 slpr, 38029 diner, 33015 lounge. 

*SAN JOAQUIN, train 711, Oakland Dee 24: engine 241; cars 21281, 20049 

21226. 

eee oan train 11, San Jose Dec 25: engines 230, 248: cars 1178, 
1127, 39938, 32019, 32012, 32052, 38024, 33005, 21024, 34037, 34031, 35005, 

4002. Train about 30mins late. 
; SOUTHWEST CHIEF, train 4, Los Angeles Nov 26: engines 288, 365; cars 
1129 (baggage to train 40), 1168, 1138, 39921, 31046, 84032, 33001, 38013, 
32041. Same, train 3, Wichita KS Dec 22: engines 293, 237; cars 1136 (from no. 
41), 1203, 1138, 39909, 31009, 34001, 34030, 34089, 33018, 28032, 32053, 
32005. Train detoured via Wichita, Amarillo & Albuquerque. 

*SUNSET LIMITED, train 2, Houston Dec 9: engines 704, 712; cars 1150, 
2451 “Birch Grove”, 39916, 34084, 35010, 38024, 32026. Same, Dec 11: engines 
721, 708; cars 1153, 2431 “Pacific Forum”, 39934, 34100, 35011, 38011, 32020. 

"*CAPITOL LIMITED, train 441, McKeesport PA Dec 21: engine 318; cars 
1137, 1223, 25065 Florida coach, 25023, dome 9405, 28005, 2884 ‘‘Pacific Slope’, 
2888 “Pacific Spray.” Train 48mins late. Same, Dec 22: engines unknown; cars 
1163, 1265, 25035, 25072, dome 9401, 28022, 2887 “Pacific Peak”, 2995 “‘Pine 

iv oliday consists. 
a aNOREMGENE beitn 19, pode York Nov 30: engines 911, 934 (AEM-7s); cars 
1167, 1624, 4629, 4734, 4013, 2465 “Silver Meadow”, 8515, 3102, 4616, 4615, 
4720, 2054 slumbercoach, 2889 “‘Pacifie Terrace.” ‘ : 
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C RAIL FANTRIPS 


Feb 18-Mar 4 or Mar 11-25: Rail/Sail Vacation; train Michigan to Florida; 3 days in Orlando; 
cruise ship to Caribbean & Mexico; rail home. Ship “Nieuw Amsterdam’. $300 deposit with 
reservation, America By Rail, 16168 Center Rd, E Lansing MI 48823. 517-339-8854. 


Ge a rh A ee a bei hed Sele cies lb eee hia Be 
Apr 16-23, England; Apr 23-30, Switzerland. First 20th Century RR Club European Special. 
Lv Chicago on British Airways or Swissair. $1395 (both tours, $2390). $100 deposit by Feb 
15. Rex Travel Organization, Inc., One N: LaSalle St, Chicago IL 60602. | 


Send large SASE when responding to listings. One Rail Fantrips listing is free. Send full 
info to: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


EXPRESS ADS 


AMTRAK-VIA RAIL CANADA—EURAILPASS—OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOUR 
RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone or appointment—use 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 
ship and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900, 

639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105. (415) 398-2994. 


DINING CAR CHINA, glasses, silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, metal 
& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 
J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, KS 67213. Will buy items. 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
offers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA)—EURAILPASS along with tours and 


accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 
next memorable rail trip. 


ONE OF THE WORLD'S last great train rides—the Kyle of Lochaish. England and Scotland 
by rail. Sightseeing. Historic Hotels. All meals (except London).Contact Herb Rowan, Giselle’s 
Travel, Inc., 5667 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento CA 95822: phone: (916) 421-6616. 


Railroad Cloth Emblems (Patches). Over 400 different colorful designs. Send $2.00 for 
three samples and list. Joseph Lajoie, P.O. Box 3, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 


WANTED—PULLMAN COFFEE CUPS and other Pullman china. Roy F. Thorpe, . 
2841 N Ocean Blvd, Fort Lauderdale FL 33308. (305) 563-7747. 


When will NARP state its official position on the legal issues concerning Amtrak that 
have appeared in this space commencing with RTN 277 (Oct. ’83)?? Paid for by A. Ehm. 


hanger)—a year-at-a-glance. Overall size 16 x 27% (compliments any wall). Each calendar 
has a silk screen photograph. Choose from either a conventional (FP-A4 leading) or 

LRC train. Please send $6.50 per calendar (postage included) plus 39¢ sales tax (in 
Ontario) to: Dave Savage, Kingfisher Promotions, PO Box 248, Sta M, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, M6S 4T3. 

ALCO PAs to NARROW GAUGE SHAYS: the vast spectrum of railroading in the genera- 
tion after 1945, in imaginative scenes superbly reproduced. Volume 2 of Matthews’s 
NORTHERN CALIF. RAILROADS, just out, includes Skunks, streamliners, Sierra loggers 
& shortlines, Shasta, Siskiyou, Santa Cruz, San Rafael, San Luis, SP steam on commute, 
much more. Hardbound album, 48 brilliant color & 219 BW maps, text, menu. $45 at 
Bonanza Inn, Cable Museum, or direct from Sundance Publications, 250 Broadway, 
Denver CO 80203. Matching Vol. | includes electrics, Donner, Feather River, Valley, 
SPNG, V&T, etc., same price and format. 

“Issues in American Rail Travel” and RTN’s Rail Travel Yearbook are in preparation and 
will be published soon. Watch these pages for announcements. 

RTN ADVERTISING RATES: Express Ads still cost only $1 per line of 80 spaces. (No 
anonymous ads, please. We reserve the right to reject any advertising.) Display ads are 
just $1.25 per square inch. Send your order today to: 

RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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i i i N your new 
WHEN YOU MOVE, the first thing you should do is to send RT ur 
address (along with your old address)—send it as soon as you know what it Is. a 
Don’t rely on the Postal Service to hical Saloon ee 
First Class Mail if you have filed_a request. [nese é 
to fates ake roblem we nave with the Postal Service. Write: RAIL TRAVEL 


NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


EAST COAST REPORT (continued from page 4) 


n, while the MBTA routes running north of the city have been dealt we 
nee oe this year when bridge fires cut the line into North Station in seen 
and severed the Rockport Line between Salem and Beverly last mont, the et e 
operations are booming. The latter bridge is due to be rebuilt by Nov 1985, and in 
the meantime ridership has fallen by 50% on the substitute service. New a improv- 
ed equipment, rebuilt tracks, more trains and the reconstruction of the Sout acer 
Expressway have brought a hefty increase in ridership, up from 3.6 million in 
to 4.85 million in 1983, with an estimated 5.8 million for 1984. On-time perform- m 
ance has risen from 82% in 1977 to 97.5% for the year ending 1983. UMTA recently 
found the MBTA to be operating the best commuter rail service in the nation. 

Two problems caused by the increased patronage are insufficient parking se 
at many suburban stations, and a shortage of equipment. It will be two years be iM 
the new cars, paid for by state funds, arrive. At that time, the 53 gsi! cars wi 
be returned. MBTA fares, the lowest in the country, cover only 26% of operating 
costs, and they are expected to rise in 1985. Starting in January, monthly passes on 
the MBTA can be charged to Visa or MasterCard. 

The MBTA on Dec 8 opened two more Red Line stations, at Porter Square in 
Cambridge (120 feet underground, with three flights of escalators), with connections 
to the Fitchburg-Gardner commuter line (free transfer), and at Davis Square = 
Somerville. Now that the rebuilding of the Red Line’s 88 Bluebird cars (1962, now 
painted red) is nearly complete, the 76 Silverbirds (1968) will receive $36 mee ‘ 
worth of work by GE by the end of 1987. By late 1986, 54 new Silverbirds will be 
added to the fleet. (Thanks to Barry sucunbers and Charles Bahne for Boston news.) 

x 

In Miami, the 11-mile elevated Metrorail system running from Dadeland South to 
Overton was opening five stations to Earlington Heights on Dec 17, the first part of a 
10-mile extension to the north and west. Then some time in 1985, the Agente wn 
10-station, 1.9-mile Metromover loop will start feeding riders to Metrorail at Govern- 
ment Center. I made a complete midday round trip in mid-November on the system, 
and while the Budd Company transit cars are beautiful and the view from the teas 
splendid, there were not more than two dozen passengers on the two trains at any 
one time. Current ridership is about 10,000 passengers a day, far below what was 
expected when the system opened in May. The new extension into lower-income 
neighborhoods should help. shi 


Dec 15 some trains began running over the rebuilt North Philadelphia bridge 
that ‘had been closed as angate OF Nov 16, only a few days after the new schedules 
linking the former Reading and Pennsy lines began operations thru the Center ote 
Commuter Tunnel. Some 30,000 Reading-side riders had to switch to buses or og 
Broad Street subway to complete their journeys, and the Gallery I] merchants sut- 
fered a considerable loss of business just at the beginning of the lucrative Christmas 
and Chanukkah buying season. 


kkk 
t Authority of NY & NJ has signed a contract with two Japanese firms 
to buill te. PATH cars and to renovate the current fleet at a former Otis Bes 
vator plant near the Hudson River and Metro-North line in economically depresse 
Yonkers. The new cars will all be delivered before the end of 1987, replacing the 
oldest units in the fleet, dating from the late 1950's, as well as adding ecg thay 
extra capacity to the Trans-Hudson line. PATH station renovations continue, with 
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work currently progressing on the 9th Street Manhattan facility, using an attractive 
earth-tone tile. 

On Dec 13, Amtrak train 63, the MAPLE LEAF, hit a road grader at a Castle- 
ton-on-Hudson crossing, 10 miles south of Albany, injuring two passengers and two 
train crew. Subsequent trains, including the alread-late LAKE SHORE were delayed, 
according to RTN reader John Wilson, who was aboard no. 48. 


ok te 

On Sunday, Nov 18 I made a last-minute booking on the SILVER STAR from 
New York to Miami to join my ship, the “Canberra,” which because of severe Atlan- 
tic storms had been unable to call at Bermuda. " 

At Penn Station, well-known train announcer Daniel Simmons received a spon- 
taneous round of applause from appreciative passengers for his splendid announce- 
ment of the 10:30 departure of the POTOMAC to Washington. 

The SILVER STAR departed New York at 11:05am with a good load in the 
sleepers and coaches by Washington, where a 3/4-full coach from the CARDINAL 
for Tampa was added to the rear. Some of the passengers then switched to the 
Miami section. A group of 57 disappointed football fans from South Carolina, after 
their team’s defeat to Annapolis, occupied the first coach. 

For lunch, I ordered the potato skins—four halves with some potato left inside, 
melted cheese, bacon bits, chives and sour cream—a filling and tasty meal for $3.50. 
Dinner reservations in four sittings were efficiently arranged after departure from 
Washington. The first three sittings were full, and the crew began accepting people 
about 20 minutes before the scheduled times. The baked chicken was a bit tired, 
but good company made up for the mediocre meal. After dinner, I paid the bill 
with a credit card. The steward left the tip I had added to the total, in cash on the 
pnt practice that I had not seen before. She said that there were fewer problems 
that way. 

I passed an unusually good night traveling over smooth tracks in lower slumber- 
coach room 16, and the next morning I enjoyed the Central Florida countryside of 
small farms, grazing cattle, inland lakes and canals and citrus groves while having a 
good, long breakfast. 

The SILVER STAR arrived on time in Miami with about 100 detraining, and for 
the rest of the day I toured Miami before joining the “Canberra” at Port Everglades 
for the voyage to San Francisco. 

Since the Miami trip qualified me for a one-zone All Aboard America fare, I 
used the opportunity to make a “free” 24-hour trip to Montreal. On Dec 12 I 

joined the MONTREALER at Penn Station for. its 9:08pm departure, with 90 pas- 
sengers in the coaches, ten in the slumbercoaches, and four in the sleeper. About 25 
passengers left at New Haven, and only three slumbercoach, two sleeper and 27 
coach passengers crossed the border. 

While I thought that I was lucky to have room 3, one of the four full-height 
singles on the 16/10 ex-New York Central slumbercoaches, I now know that I sleep 
better in the lower rooms where the berth is below the window and closer to the 
floor. I awoke at most stations, tho the track is in good shape, and at Hartford no 
one got on—a place where I used to watch the passing of this train in the New Haven 
days while at college. 

After the border formalities—no delay—I had the decent Great American Omelet, 
and at 9:00 took a final tour of the train. Two train crew members were fast 
asleep in the last, closed coach, the third member dozed in the slumbercoach, and the 
two coach attendants, wrapped in their coats across the aisle from each other in the 
next-to-last coach, were equally dead to the world. A peaceful kingdom it was. The 
excellent slumbercoach attendant, Rick Wilson, was right on the job, even tho he 
had only three of us to look after. 

The train arrived right on time at Central Station. Later in the day, 17 passen- 
gers boarded the ADIRONDACK, for an on-time trip back to New York, running 
mostly in total darkness. Train passengers must fill out customs forms (which motor- 
ists do not) of the type used when returning from overseas. A third coach was added 
at Albany, but no one boarded it, as the other two had ample seating. page 19 (era) 
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